Reporting and incidence trends of hydatidiform mole in Sweden 1973-2004.
To examine temporal trends in the incidence of hydatidiform mole (HM) in relation to maternal age, the occurrence of choriocarcinoma in women with a history of HM and the extent of underreporting of HM to the Swedish Cancer Register (SCR). Women registered with a diagnosis of HM were identified in the Swedish Cancer Register and the Swedish Inpatient Register (IPR). Record linkage to the Medical Birth Register provided information to assess the incidence of HM. We identified 3 844 unique cases of HM in the SCR and in the IPR combined between 1973 and 2004, yielding an incidence of 1.2 per 1 000 deliveries. The incidence of HM increased during the period under study. The highest incidence was observed in women below 20 and above 39 years of age. Of all registered cases of choriocarcinoma, 37% occurred in women with a previous history of HM. The risk of choriocarcinoma following HM was 1.3%, compared to 0.005% in women without a previous molar diagnosis. The records of the Cancer Register included 83.2% of all identified cases of HM. The incidence of HM in Sweden has increased over time, and is characterized by a bimodal pattern with distinctive peaks in the youngest and oldest women of reproductive age. More than one third of all women registered with choriocarcinoma had a previous diagnosis of HM. Despite mandatory reporting, there was evidence of underreporting of HM to the SCR that remained virtually unchanged over calendar time.